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Postmaster general Moist von Lipwig, former arch-swindler and confidence man, has exceeded all

expectations in running the Ankh-Morpork Post Office. So it's somewhat disconcerting when Lord

Vetinari summons Moist to the palace and asks, "Tell me, Mr. Lipwig, would you like to make some

real money?"Vetinari isn't talking about wages. He's referring to the Royal Mint of Ankh-Morpork

that has run on the hereditary employment of the Men of the Sheds, who do make money in their

spare time. Unfortunately, it costs more than a penny to make a penny, so the whole process

seems somewhat counter-intuitive.But before Moist has time to fully consider Vetinari's question,

fate answers it for him. Now he's not only making money, but enemies, too; he's got to spring a

prisoner from jail, break into his own bank vault, stop the new manager from licking his face and,

above all, find out where all the gold has goneâ€”otherwise, his life in banking, while very exciting, is

going to be really, really short . . .
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It seems, after reading Terry Pratchett's latest Discworld novel "Making Money", that money does

make the world go `round, even if that world is flat and balanced on the backs of four elephants

standing on the back of a giant turtle.In "Making Money", Terry Pratchett and his `hero' Moist von

Lipwig do for and to the monetary system exactly what they did for and to the post office in "Going

Postal". The result is the same - - - - a Buster Keaton-like romp through the strange and wonderful

world of Discworld.It is impossible to detail the plot of this book without giving away spoilers so I

think it best just to say that Lord Vetinari has determined that Ankh-Morpork's monetary system is in



dire straits and in need of improvement. Vetinari picks, in his inimitable way, Moist von Lipwig to

lead the way. In essence, Moist is set-up by Vetinari to become Ankh-Morpork's Alan Greenspan.

Unlike Greenspan, however, Moist must deal with a cast of characters that have no idea as to what

Moist is up to or trying to achieve. (Well, maybe that isn't so unlike Greenspan!)."Making Money"

feature a cast of old but mostly new characters. As to established characters, Vetinari is featured

and his is as delightfully Machiavellian as ever. There are cameo appearances by DEATH, the

Watch, and CMOT Dibbler. However, new or newer characters play the largest roles. Moist's

second appearance is terrific. Pratchett does a very nice job turning him into what I hope is a regular

role. Moist's girlfriend the chain-smoking Adore Belle Dearheart makes her presence felt. Mr. Bent,

the oh-so serious bank manager plays straight man to Moist's light-hearted con-man character. Bent

is tied to the old ways - where money must be based on gold and nothing but gold.
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